Chapter 2 is a discussion of functionalism, which delineates the functions or roles that schools and formal education play in the development of children into adults. Three works are included in this section: “Education: Its Nature and Its Role,” by Emile Durkheim, “The School Class as a Social System,” by Talcott Parsons, and “Some Thoughts Concerning Education,” by Locke. 

In “Education: Its Nature and Its Role” two key functions of education are outlined on page 27 of the text: firstly to develop the traits required by society of all of its members, and secondly to develop the traits required by the class to which the child belongs. 

“The School Class as a Social System” outlines the key functions of the elementary school as being a way to transition children from the family unit into society as a whole. Children enter the education system with little more than a sense of their individual sex-role and some identity between independent and dependent. The school gives children an opportunity to associate with others of the same age and sex, thus reinforcing their sex-role. Parsons view is that elementary school is the period when students begin to separate into different class levels based on their achievements in the classroom.  One important differentiation is between those that go to college, and those that do not. This differentiation has a connection between family status, the child’s IQ and whether or not the student associates himself with the teacher or his peers.
In Locke’s work, “Some Thoughts Concerning Education,” the main function of education that is described seems primarily to be developing healthy, happy, well-rounded people. Some of the types of lessons that will aid in this endeavor include dance lessons, reading and learning certain biblical passages by heart. Education, however, should not be a task or feel like work, it should be like a game for the children, creating a desire in the children for more knowledge. It is his opinion that education should be regulated by laws and be important to legislators. 

