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Chapter 2 is a discussion of functionalism, which delineates the functions or roles that schools and formal education play in the development of children into adults. Three works are included in this section, each of which was written at a different period in history and thusly the shape and nature of the function of school as it is perceived at that time varies greatly from one work to the next.
John Locke lived during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. But his work, “Some Thoughts Concerning Education,” was not published until 1812. Locke’s educational ideas are considered liberal and more humane than others at the time. He focuses his studious attentions on royal and wealthy gentlemen’s sons. He feels that education and knowledge make a man’s happiness. Locke is considered more humane because of his opinions on children’s discipline. He believes that children who are often punished are less likely to succeed and will not become good gentleman. 

Despite Locke’s great expectations of his students he still thinks that children’s minds and bodies cannot handle hard work. Education should not be a task or feel like work, it should be like a game for the children, creating a desire in the children for more knowledge. He realizes that every child is different and therefore their learning styles differ as well. They should be taught in a method suited just for them and their breeding. Breeding and the class system of his day are mentioned frequently and obviously had a lot to do with his choice of important things for a boy to know. Learning to properly remove a hat and dance well are important skills for young gentlemen to possess. 

Durkheim’s writings are from the early 1900s and reflect a change in the student demographic from upper-class to an inclusion of other socioeconomic groups. In “Education: Its Nature and Its Role,” Durkheim concerns himself mainly with the socialization factors of schooling, working them into his definition of education. Education seeks to separate the child as individual from the family and acquaint him with the ways of the world by setting up schools in such a way that they model society: milieux that are appointed, such as the workplace will be, and how the child should be able to function in his role, such as it is and will be. He is so fervent in his morality assertion that students must be socialized away from families and chosen friend groups or it seems that we will send society back into australopithecine-like living conditions in a trice.  

Durkheim asserts that the state should be available to schools for societal dictates and mores. If we are to put our children out into society, society must have a say in the end product. The schoolteacher is held to be paramount in this, as it is impossible to separate opinion from factual transmission. Even the most careful of teachers will let their opinions show through somewhat; to do so is human. But, by having the state outline the moral and societal principles that students must know, this can be minimized. 
 “The School Class as a Social System,” by Talcott Parsons was published in 1959 and outlines the key functions of the elementary school as being a way to transition children from the family unit into society as a whole. Parsons is heavily influenced by the predominant psychology theories, as evidence by his frequent references to the “oedipal” phase of development. Children enter the education system with little more than a sense of their individual sex-role and some identity between independent and dependent. They often have complicated intrafamilial desires resulting from the oedipal phase that need to be corrected. The school gives children an opportunity to associate with others of the same age and sex, thus reinforcing their sex-role. Parsons’ view is that elementary school is the period when students begin to separate into different class levels based on their achievements in the classroom.  Rather than his predecessors who felt students were predestined to be in one class or another, Parsons truly believes in equality in the education that is provided, and that achievement will be the ultimate differentiator. One important differentiation is between those that go to college, and those that do not. This differentiation has a connection between family status, the child’s IQ and whether or not the student associates himself with the teacher or his peers.
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