Talcott Parsons

1902-1979
· Undergraduate degree in Biology; Master’s and Doctorate in Economics

· Analyzed the connections between personality and social structure

· Believed schools important for reinforcing sex-roles

· School stratification based on achievement in elementary school

· Documented relationship between father’s profession and student achievement
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Functionalism

· First delineated during late eighteenth century

· Paradigm of sociology based around functions of institutions

· All institutions interconnected and integrated
